TAXATION NO TYRANNY.

of taxation, may, with the same army, enslave us. It may
be said, we will not pay them; but remember," say the
western sages, " the taxes from America, and, we may add,
the men, and particularly the Roman catholicks of this
vast continent, will then be in the power of your enemies.
Nor have you any reason to expect, that, after making
slaves of us, many of us will refuse to assist in reducing
you to the same abject state."

These are dreadful menaces; but suspecting that they
have not much the sound of probability, the congress pro-
ceeds : " Do not treat this as chimerical. Know, that in
less than half a century, the quitrents reserved to the
crown, from the numberless grants of this vast continent,
will pour large streams of wealth into the royal coffers.
If to this be added the power of taxing America, at
pleasure, the crown will possess more treasure than may
be necessary to purchase the remains of liberty in your
island."

All this is very dreadful; but, amidst the terrour that
shakes my frame, I cannot forbear to wish, that some sluice
were opened for these streams of treasure. I should gladly
see America return half of what England has expended in
her defence; and of the stream that will " flow so largely
in less than half a century," I hope a small rill, at least, may
be found to quench the thirst of the present generation,
which seems to think itself in more danger of wanting
money, than of losing liberty.

It is difficult to judge with what intention such airy
bursts of malevolence are vented; if such writers hope to
deceive, let us rather repel them with scorn, than refute
them by disputation.

In this last terrifick paragraph are two positions, that, if
our fears do not overpower our reflection, may enable us
to support life a little longer. We are told by these
croakers of calamity, not only that our present ministers
design to enslave us, but that the same malignity of pur-
pose is to descend through all their successors; and that
the wealth to be poured into England by the Pactolus of